Consensus on Priority Uses of TC Water

In Advance of a Fire 

DRAFT for your input May 2009

Collated by Art  Ludwig    oasisdesign.net, 

Fire a day or more away

• Please Don't water buildings or plant leaves yet—the water will just evaporate.

• Consider buying a foam setup

• Use water efficiently so water tanks stay near full

• Fill private storage

• When tanks are full, store additional water in the soil under plants around buildings. Over the next few days the plants will pump it from the soil into thier bodies so they won't  burn as fast or as hot. 

Fire several hours away

• If there's lots of time and no power, we could potentially divert the middle springs into the system, and take the Rosedale off line...we'd have 12 gpm of spring water instead of 3, and the fire presumably wouldn't mind the turbidity.

• If there is still power, we can add 25 gpm of well 3 sulphur water to the tanks, wrecking it for drinking but enabling multiple garden hoses to start watering down around houses

Fire a few hours away

• Use water to foam houses

• Wet down building eaves, roof, walls, surrounding foilage with fire hoses from standpipes. 

Any way you look at it, we'll need to take turns using fire hoses to get the most protection value out of our water. 

If there are 30 houses and four hoses going at once, these turns should be about five minutes out of each half hour for the last hour or two. 

If someone has a hose from a standpipe going for more than five minutes continously, it is OK to ask them to shut it off for 25 minutes 

We have a lot of storage. If our tanks are full, we can run five, inch and a half hoses at 30 gpm each, for seven hours, with zero water income—and still leave 30,000 gallons for when the fire is at hand.

What we don't have is a way to get this water deployed fast, in the critical few hours before a fire hits. If we run more than 3 hoses off our standpipes at one time, none will have pressure. And, in the upper Trout Club, the hydrants will likely suck air instead of spewing water. 

We can increase our water deployment speed by hooking up a few fire hoses for the upper Trout Club directly to the six inch hydrant by the mailboxes.

This will not affect the pressure of 2 or 3 hoses in the middle and lower trout club

If there is power, we can also run two hoses direct from well 3 in the lower trout club.

Fire prep for community water, fire people…

• Consensus on what to do 

• Chain of command and contingency chain of command

• Areas of competency and responsibility

• List of normal operating priorities that change in a fire situation and their triggers

